
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery, 

Sebastopol, California

Growing Energy Efficiency
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery is 
literally growing money on trees with 
energy-ef�ciency improvements. 

Like many small businesses, Harmony Farm 
Supply and Nursery relied on high bay metal 
halide lighting �xtures and outdated T-12 
�uorescent lights that consumed large 
amounts of energy.

Business owner David Henry wondered 
what he could do to reduce energy costs.  
He contacted the Small Business Energy 
Alliance (SBEA), an organization that uses 
energy ef�ciency funds from the California 
Public Utilities Commission to help small 
business owners save energy and money.  

Business Snapshot

8,000-square foot nursery, store and photovoltaic 
panel retailer

Actions to Save Energy and Use Green Energy

• High-bay metal halide lamps replaced with T5   
   lamps, electronic ballasts, and aluminum     
   re�ectors

• T12 �uorescent lighting replaced with T8   
   �uorescent lamps and electronic ballasts

• Heating and cooling systems upgraded with

   Energy Star quali�ed programmable thermostat

• Installed a 37-kilowatt solar array

Renovation Bill  $3,000

    (cost partly offset by the Small Business Energy      
    Alliance)

Estimated Yearly  • Cost Savings: $7,000

                               • Greenhouse Gas Emission  
                                  Reductions: 38 tons of CO2  

“We have more light than before, the light is 
natural looking and we cut our energy usage

 by almost 25 percent.” 

-David Henry 
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery Owner

  Typical Retail Energy Use Breakdown

Lighting makes up the largest portion of  
energy use in a typical California retail facility 
at 42%, followed by cooling at 16%.  This data 
is from the California Commercial End Use 
Survey (2006).

Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery’s solar panels.
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Small Business Case Study
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SBEA subsidizes energy ef�cient lighting 
retro�ts and air conditioning tune-ups for 
small businesses in Northern California.

What Actions Did Harmony Farm Take 

to Save Energy?

Working with the SBEA, Harmony Farm 
conducted a comprehensive lighting 
upgrade. High-bay metal halide lamps 
were replaced with ultra-energy ef�cient  
T5 lamps, electronic ballasts, and 
aluminum specular re!ectors. These 
changes immediately cut energy 
consumption in half.  Older T12 
!uorescent lighting systems with 
magnetic ballasts were replaced with 
energy ef�cient T8 !uorescent lamps and 
electronic ballasts. The facility’s heating 
and cooling systems were upgraded with 
an Energy Star quali�ed programmable 
thermostat. This comprehensive 
package, after subtracting �nancial 
incentives from the SBEA, cost the 
owners of Harmony Farm Supply $3000.

What Action Did Harmony Farm Take to 

Use Green Energy?

As a dealer of photovoltaic panels, 
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery 
implemented what they sell and installed 
a 37 kilowatt solar array.  This array is 
generating more than 53,000 kilowatt 
hours of clean energy each year.

Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery’s 

energy ef�ciency and renewable energy 
efforts collectively save more than $7000 
a year and prevent the emission of 38 
tons of carbon dioxide annually.

Contact Information

David Henry, Owner
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery
3244 HWY 116 North
Sebastopol, CA 95472
Phone: (707) 823-9125
http://www.harmonyfarm.com/

"Sustainability is what our 
business is all about." 

-David Henry
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery Owner

In addition to gardening and agricultural supplies, 
Harmony Farm and Nursery sells energy ef�cient 

photovoltaic panels.
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The entrance to Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery. 


